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safety management system will not be
scheduled or conducted for a company’s
U.S. vessel unless the company first
has undergone a safety management
audit of the company’s safety manage-
ment system, and has received its Doc-
ument of Compliance certificate.

(e) Requests for all safety manage-
ment audits for a company and its U.S.
vessel(s) must be communicated—

(1) By a responsible person directly
to a recognized organization authorized
by the U.S.

(2) By a responsible person within the
time limits for an annual verification
audit, described in § 96.330(f) of this
part, and for an intermediate
verification audit, described in
§ 96.340(e)(2) of this part. If he or she
does not make a request for a safety
management annual or verification
audit for a valid Document of Compli-
ance certificate issued to a company or
a valid Safety Management Certificate
issued to a vessel, this is cause for the
Coast Guard to revoke the certificate
as described in §§ 96.330 and 96.340 of
this part.

(f) If a non-conformity with a safety
management system is found during an
audit, it must be reported in writing by
the auditor:

(1) For a company’s safety manage-
ment system audit, to the company’s
owner; and

(2) For a vessel’s safety management
system audit, to the company’s owner
and vessel’s Master.

§ 96.330 Document of Compliance cer-
tificate: what is it and when is it
needed?

(a) You must hold a valid Document
of Compliance certificate if you are the
responsible person who, or company
which, owns a U.S. vessel engaged on
foreign voyages, carrying more than 12
passengers, or is a tanker, bulk freight
vessel, freight vessel, or a self-pro-
pelled mobile offshore drilling unit of
500 gross tons or more.

(b) You may voluntarily hold a valid
Document of Compliance certificate, if
you are a responsible person who, or a
company which, owns a U.S. vessel not
included in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion.

(c) You will be issued a Document of
Compliance certificate only after you

complete a satisfactory safety manage-
ment audit as described in § 96.320 of
this part.

(d) All U.S. and foreign vessels that
carry more than 12 passengers or a
tanker, bulk freight vessel, freight ves-
sel, or a self-propelled mobile offshore
drilling unit of 500 gross tons or more,
must carry a valid copy of the com-
pany’s Document of Compliance cer-
tificate onboard when on a foreign voy-
age.

(e) A valid Document of Compliance
certificate covers the type of vessel(s)
on which a company’s safety manage-
ment system initial safety manage-
ment audit was based. The validity of
the Document of Compliance certifi-
cate may be extended to cover addi-
tional types of vessels after a satisfac-
tory safety management audit is com-
pleted on the company’s safety man-
agement system which includes those
additional vessel types.

(f) A Document of Compliance certifi-
cate is valid for 60 months. The com-
pany’s safety management system
must be verified annually by the Coast
Guard or by an authorized organization
acting on behalf of the U.S. through a
safety management verification audit,
within three months before or after the
certificate’s anniversary date.

(g) Only the Coast Guard may revoke
a Document of Compliance certificate
from a company which owns a U.S. ves-
sel. The Document of Compliance cer-
tificate may be revoked if—

(1) The annual safety management
audit and system verification required
by paragraph (f) of this section is not
completed by the responsible person; or

(2) Major non-conformities are found
in the company’s safety management
system during a safety management
audit or other related survey or inspec-
tion being completed by the Coast
Guard or the recognized organization
chosen by the company or responsible
person.

(3) The Coast Guard or an authorized
organization acting on its behalf is de-
nied, or restricted access to, any ves-
sel, record or personnel of the com-
pany, at any time necessary to evalu-
ate the safety management system.
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(h) When a company’s valid Docu-
ment of Compliance certificate is re-
voked by the Coast Guard, a satisfac-
tory safety management audit must be
completed before a new Document of
Compliance certificate for the com-
pany’s safety management system can
be reissued.

§ 96.340 Safety Management Certifi-
cate: what is it and when is it need-
ed?

(a) Your U.S. vessel engaged on a for-
eign voyage must hold a valid Safety
Management Certificate if it carries
more than 12 passengers, or if it is a
tanker, bulk freight vessel, freight ves-
sel, or a self-propelled mobile offshore
drilling unit of 500 gross tons or more.

(b) Your U.S. vessel may voluntarily
hold a valid Safety Management Cer-
tificate even if your vessel is not re-
quired to by paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion.

(c) Your U.S. vessel may only be
issued a Safety Management Certifi-
cate or have it renewed when your
company holds a valid Document of
Compliance certificate issued under
§ 96.330 of this part and the vessel has
completed a satisfactory safety man-
agement audit of the vessel’s safety
management system set out in § 96.320
of this part.

(d) A copy of your vessel’s valid Safe-
ty Management Certificate must be on
board all U.S. and foreign vessels which
carry more than 12 passengers, and
must be on board a tanker, bulk freight
vessel, freight vessel, or a self-pro-
pelled mobile offshore drilling unit of
500 gross tons or more, when engaged
on foreign voyages or within U.S. wa-
ters.

(e) A Safety Management Certificate
is valid for 60 months. The validity of
the Safety Management Certificate is
based on—

(1) A satisfactory initial safety man-
agement audit;

(2) A satisfactory intermediate
verification audit requested by the ves-
sel’s responsible person, completed be-
tween the 24th and 36th month of the
certificate’s period of validity; and

(3) A vessel’s company holding a
valid Document of Compliance certifi-
cate. When a company’s Document of
Compliance certificate expires or is re-

voked, the Safety Management Certifi-
cate for the company-owned vessel(s) is
invalid.

(f) Renewal of a Safety Management
Certificate requires the completion of a
satisfactory safety management sys-
tem audit which meets all of the re-
quirements of subpart B in this part. A
renewal of a Safety Management Cer-
tificate cannot be started unless the
company which owns the vessel holds a
valid Document of Compliance certifi-
cate.

(g) Only the Coast Guard may revoke
a Safety Management Certificate from
a U.S. vessel. The Safety Management
Certificate will be revoked if—

(1) The vessel’s responsible person
has not completed an intermediate
safety management audit required by
paragraph (e)(2) of this section; or

(2) Major non-conformities are found
in the vessel’s safety management sys-
tem during a safety management audit
or other related survey or inspection
being completed by the Coast Guard or
the recognized organization chosen by
the vessel’s responsible person.

[CGD 95–073, 62 FR 67506, Dec. 24, 1997, as
amended by USCG–1999–5832, 64 FR 34712,
June 29, 1999]

§ 96.350 Interim Document of Compli-
ance certificate: what is it and
when can it be used?

(a) An Interim Document of Compli-
ance certificate may be issued to help
set up a company’s safety management
system when—

(1) A company is newly set up or in
transition from an existing company
into a new company; or

(2) A new type of vessel is added to an
existing safety management system
and Document of Compliance certifi-
cate for a company.

(b) A responsible person for a com-
pany operating a U.S. vessel(s) that
meets the requirements of paragraph
(a) of this section, may send a request
to a recognized organization authorized
to act on behalf of the U.S. to receive
an Interim Document of Compliance
certificate that is valid for a period up
to 12 months. To be issued the Interim
Document of Compliance certificate
the vessel’s company must—

(1) Demonstrate to an auditor that
the company has a safety management
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